THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY’S MEETING. 


Report of the proceedings of the Shareholders’ Meeting of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, held on Tuesday, the 6th 
December, 1887; reprinted from the Canadian Gazette ;— 

A General Court of the Hudson's Bay Company was held on Tuesday 
afternoon at two o'clock, in the Pillar Hall of the Cannon Street Hotel, for 
the purpose of electing three members of the Board of Directors, in accord¬ 
ance with the provisions of the supplemental charter. Mr. Eden Colvile, the 
governor, occupied the chair, and there was a fair attendance of share- 

Mr. W. Armit, the secretary, having read the notice convening the 

The Chairman said: I have been requested by my excellent friend and 
deputy-governor, Sir John Rose, to apologise for his not being present 
to-day. He has a meeting connected with the Imperial Institute, at the 
other end of town, and is unable to attend. Some of you, perhaps, may 
consider that the report is rather brief; and, brief as the report is, my 
remarks may be almost equally brief. Atj this time of the year we have 
but little to tell you. As you are aware, the meeting is held under 
the terms of the charter, for the purpose of re-electing certain members 
of the Board who go out by rotation. It is not a time of year when 
we have any accounts to submit. But it is satisfactory at any rate 
that we have nothing disagreeable on this occasion to tell you. On the 
contrary, I think things look fairly bright for us. You will observe from 
the report that all our vessels from Hudson's Bay and the coast of 
Labrador have arrived this year in safety. We are always glad to see 
this. Our ships have a very perilous and dangerous voyage indeed 
through Hudson's Straits, with the ice, and so forth, and it is exceedingly 
inconvenient, if not a loss to the Company, when they are either frozen 
in or shipwrecked. Yet, notwithstanding they'are insured, we are always 
glad to see them come back from their arduous voyage. They all delivered 
their cargoes, both out and home, m good condition. Our returns of furs 
and other articles this year are in excess of what we had to sell last year, 
which is also a satisfactory feature. It is out of my power to prophesy what 
these returns will fetch. As you are all aware, it is a very singular trade, 
dependent on fashion, and one thing and another; but it is always satis¬ 
factory to have a good large bulk of returns. We may have a rise in the 
prices of some, and a fall in other kinds of fur ; all depends on what 
demand there may be for any particular fur. We shall sell them, as usual, 
by auction, and take the best prices we can get We have now, with the 
exception of some furs coming round Cape Horn in our vessel, the Titania, 
and one parcel of furs coming from Winnipeg by the Canadian Pacific 
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